
TRINITY
 GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Class of 2017

IB
RESULTS

2017

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE RESULTS

OVERVIEW - FIRST IMPRESSIONS
 

The IB results of 2017 have shown that the staff and students of Trinity Grammar School can rise to the 
challenge of the largest IB Cohort in our 20 years of offering this prestigious course. 

One Trinity student (Aruren Ravichandran) achieved the maximum score of 45 laying claim to the prestigious 
title of ‘Equal first in the World’ with an ATAR equivalent of 99.95. Demonstrating the depth of talent at the 
top of this group were the five students earning 44/45, an agonising one point short of the ultimate goal but 
no less worthy of acclaim. To illustrate how close these students came to earning the top place in the world, 
Benjamin Davies missed out by one mark in one subject, Jasen Yu by three marks in one subject, Oscar 
Chaffey by four marks in one subject, Neil Lu by six marks and Brian Kim by eight marks. We still hold out 
hope that remarking may lift these boys to the highest goal.  
 
Our cohort of 81 (largest in Trinity’s history) averaged an IB score of 36.9 which far outstrips the world 
average of 29.21 and exceeds that of the Asia Pacific average (34.82) and the Australian average (34.56). 
93 percent of our candidates obtained scores in excess of the IB world average showing our dominance in 
the international sphere. 

Domestically, our average equates to an ATAR of 95.85, with 27 of our students achieving an IB score of 
40 or above, considered the equivalent of the Premier’s All-Rounder award and earning an IB Certificate of 
Distinction. One very pleasing statistic reveals that 64 out of our 81 candidates (an amazing 79%) achieved 
an IB score of 33+ and, therefore, an ATAR equivalent of 90+. 

The Jewel in the IB crown is the Extended Essay and this continues to be an area of great success for Trinity. 
Fifty-one students (63 percent of the cohort) achieved an A or B in their extended essay, forming the basis 
of an impressive 31 percent of all Trinity students receiving the full three marks from the Core section of 
their Diploma. Our Extended essays were spread over 15 different subjects this year including not only the 
traditional IB subjects but also Politics, World Studies and Sports Exercise and Health Science.

All students completed the compulsory CAS component of 150 hours of Creativity, Action and Service. What 
is pleasing to note is that every student went beyond this minimum. The Trinity average was more than 330 
hours, supported by their coaches, teachers, and tutors, as well as making a significant difference to the lives 
of those less fortunate in their community. Brian Kim, William Todd and Martin Floro completed over 1,000 
hours each. 

Chris Barnes | Director of IB

IMPORTANT STATISTICS

Total number of TGS candidates 81 

Average IB score of TGS candidates 36.9 (which equates to an ATAR of 95.85)
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Outstanding Individual Performances (40+ IB points / 98.30+ ATAR) 
(The equivalent of NSW HSC All-Rounder Awards)
Name IB Score ATAR
Aruren Ravichandran 45 99.95
Oscar Chaffey 44 99.85
Benjamin Davies 44 99.85
Brian Kim 44 99.85
Neil Lu 44 99.85
Jasen Yu 44 99.85
Kevin Shen 43 99.7
Jack Brereton 42 99.4
Louis Casey 42 99.4
Adam Choker 42 99.4
Michael Ellis 42 99.4
Nathan Finn 42 99.4
Cristian Lorenzato 42 99.4
Ryan Maranik 42 99.4
Tom Salmon 42 99.4
Timothy Semsarian 42 99.4
Timothy Wong 42 99.4
James Kapaniris 41 98.85
Christopher Monaha 41 98.85
William Todd 41 98.85
Luc Velez 41 98.85
Kevin Woo 41 98.85
Martin Floro 40 98.3
Daniel Gabriel 40 98.3
Kris Kunthamas 40 98.3
Joshua Olpindo 40 98.3
Andrew Stelzer 40 98.3

Excellent Subject Results (7 or 6 in a subject)
Subject No. of candidates No. of 7s No. of 6s
English A Literature HL 76 9 41
English A Literature SL 5 2 3
Maths Studies 45 19 20
Maths HL 4 2 -
Maths SL 33 21 6
Chinese B – Mandarin SL 8 4 4
Mandarin AB. SL 5 3 2
French AB. SL 30 7 8
French B. SL 21 6 9
Latin HL 1 1 -
Latin SL 5 2 1
Biology HL 3 2 1
Chemistry HL 11 2 3
Chemisty SL 14 5 4
Physics HL 6 4 1
Physics SL 20 4 3
Film HL 12 3 5
Music HL 3 1 2
Visual Arts HL 8 3 3
Business Management HL 49 9 23
Economics HL 33 5 18
Economics SL 8 5 2
Psychology HL 12 2 7
Sports Exercise Health Studies SL 26 10 12

Excellent Extended Essay Results | 51/81 candidates (62.9 percent) received a B or higher
Subject Total Candidates No. of As No. of Bs
English 26 12 8
Chinese 2 2 -
Business Management 6 1 3
Politics 1 1 -
History 15 4 2
Psychology 8 3 4
SEHS 3 2 -
Mathematics 1 - 1
Film 6 - 3
Music 2 - 1
Visual Arts 3 1 2

TOTALS 26 24

Excellent TOK Results | 52/81 candidates (64.2 percent) received a B or higher
Theory of Knowledge 19 x A, 33 x B (81 candidates)
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ARUREN 
RAVICHANDRAN
IB SCORE: 45
ATAR: 99.95

Trinity Grammar School graduate Aruren Ravichandran of 
Lidcombe is over the moon with his result of 45/45 (ATAR 99.95), 
as it reflects the hard work he has put in over the last two years. 
“It’s a dream come true and guarantees entry into my preferred 
course, so I’m very happy,” said Aruren.

While Aruren was born in Australia, his parents fled civil war in 
their homeland Sri-Lanka in their 20s, in search of a better life 
and increased job opportunities.

Aruren joined Trinity in Year 5 and says, “I am most proud 
about my progress academically from the average results 
I was receiving in my earlier schooling years compared to 
where I am today. While it wasn’t easy, I am personally 
proud of how I kept at it, all the while not neglecting my 
Prefect duties, co-curricular and sporting involvement,” 
Aruren remarked.

A keen footballer and basketballer Aruren particularly 
enjoyed Debating, “The ability to meet new people and build new 
relationships with both students and teachers was a pivotal reason why I found sport quite 
enjoyable. Debating was also one of my favourite activities, and even though I had to give up most of 
my Friday nights, the ability to voice ones’ opinion about topical issues, meet fellow debaters from other 
schools and build positive relationships, was a worthwhile experience.” Aruren’s debating team won the FED 
Debating Championship for the first time in Trinity’s history, an achievement for which Aruren is particularly 
proud. He was also a member of the Trinity Cultural Awareness Group and Track and Field Squad.

Academically, Aruren preferred Economics, Sport Science and Business: “the content within each subject 
was interesting and the teachers furthered my interest with their own unique and effective teaching methods,” 
he said. “Not only are the teachers very capable but they often went above and beyond for those asking for 
extra help – giving up their lunchtimes, coming to school early and staying back late.”

Aruren reflects on his time at school, “Saying my final goodbyes to all my teachers and friends was especially 
memorable. It was a bitter sweet feeling … I was happy to close this chapter of my life but at the same time 
sad that it had all come to a close so quickly.”

Although he drew support from teachers and IB peers, Aruren says it was his parents who helped him most 
through stressful times, “I always had my parents to help me put things into perspective and help me get 
through it,” he said.

With hopes of becoming a corporate legal practitioner, Aruren plans to study a double degree in Commerce 
and Law at Sydney University.
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OSCAR CHAFFEY
IB SCORE: 44
ATAR: 99.85

Oscar Chaffey from Dulwich Hill joined Trinity Grammar School in 
Year 4 and has never looked back securing himself an ATAR of 
99.85.

The youngest in the Trinity Year 12 IB cohort, Oscar turned 17 just 
as the final exams began.

Oscar said Biology, English and Psychology were his favourite 
subjects as they reflect the way he thinks best. “Biology is 
extremely information-oriented and I think it suits me down 
to the ground because I like being able to explain things in 
detail. Psychology is all about critical thinking and making 
yourself really clear, which is an intellectual exercise I have 
always enjoyed. Anyone who knows me knows that I have 
pretty strong opinions and tend to vigorously debate them, 
so a subject like English where I had the capacity to voice 
my opinion about literature was always fulfilling,” Oscar 
explained.

Admitting he is not the sporty type, Oscar found Debating 
to be the most enjoyable co-curricular activity: “I think it 
makes you aware of prominent global issues and I’ve 
made some great friends out of it. I was in the firsts Debating 
Team and was the School representative for the Lawrence Campbell Oratory 
Competition in Year 12, which were great pursuits to have alongside my IB as they provided 
balance, but also fed into high performance in oral tasks,” said Oscar.

Always an above-average student, Oscar feels he really hit his strides in Year 12 winning academic prizes for 
Biology, Psychology and French, though he found the workload tough at times, “I felt the best technique for 
managing the workload was a flexible one. I’m a schedule-maker, but I think that it ultimately felt constrictive. 
I found schedules helped me only to sort out what I needed to get done for certain assessments and the time 
commitment sorted itself out,” Oscar said.

Oscar chose the IB as he enjoys working with other people and because the subjects offered appealed to 
him, “I would never have had the opportunity to study a subject like Psychology if I hadn’t done the IB.”

Asked who inspires him, this is what Oscar had to say: “That’s certainly a hard question… perhaps it’s a bit 
cliché but I’ve always had amazing role models in my parents. They are really different people, my mum is a 
CEO and my dad is an interior designer and also works in hospitality. My dad is amazingly passionate about 
people and is an incredibly caring person and my mum is extremely driven in everything she does. They have 
always inspired me to be myself and to follow my passions.”

Having recently returned from a lifelong dream trip to Iceland with his Dad, Oscar also plans to get plenty of 
rest, catch up with family and learn to drive before commencing university.

With hopes of studying medicine at Sydney University, Oscar is well on track to achieve his aim.
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BENJAMIN DAVIES
IB SCORE: 44
ATAR: 99.85

Co Dux of Year 12 IB, Benjamin Davies of Strathfield South, has 
received the Dux award each year since joining Trinity Grammar 
School in Year 7. He was also Vice Captain of the School.

Proudly achieving an ATAR of 99.85, Benjamin credits his success 
to the support he received from family and friends: “My parents 
and my mates provided me with a lot of support throughout my 
time doing the IB. My parents were great in providing me the 
opportunity to stay focused on my work, facilitating my studying 
and trying to lighten the load on me wherever possible. My 
mates were great throughout this time as well because they 
could relate to my struggles, and so could offer great moral 
support as we faced the challenges of the course together.”

While he didn’t think the IB could get more challenging after 
Year 11, Benjamin was in for a surprise finding that the work 
really stepped up in Year 12. “It was relentless through most 
of year 12, except the lead up to the final exams, which was 
alright. My advice to anyone thinking about doing the IB is 
to only choose it if you’re willing to make a really committed 
effort,” counsels Benjamin.

Benjamin found the workload manageable if he dedicated 
time each day for rest and relaxation which he found in listening to, playing 
and composing music, and playing video games. Downtime was limited by co-curricular 
commitments which included playing (and teaching) saxophone and the piano and being a part of Trinity’s 
Big Band. “Big Band was probably my favourite. The staff involved were great and I really got into playing 
Jazz music. It was also a great opportunity to perform at the Manly Jazz Festival and in the Big Band Night of 
Jazz, undoubtedly the grooviest music performance in the school calendar,” remarked Benjamin.

Benjamin also found teachers were a great help, “The teachers provided support in and outside of the 
classroom throughout, building relationships with the boys, always being approachable and friendly, and 
always responding to any questions or calls for help with a genuine care … never unwilling to put in extra 
time to help out the boys.”

Now that he has some spare time, Benjamin says he will be, “Doing more music, spending more time with 
mates, travelling, and watching movies and TV shows.”

Benjamin hopes to study a Biomedical Engineering and Commerce double degree at Sydney University with 
an aim to: “Develop medical machines, equipment or bionics that help people who don’t have it so easy.”
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BRIAN KIM
IB SCORE: 44
ATAR: 99.85

With a passion for music, Trinity Grammar School student Brian 
Kim from Baulkham Hills danced about when he received news of 
his excellent IB result of 44/45 (ATAR 99.85).

Having joined Trinity in Year 7 Brian completed, English, French, 
Economics, Sports Science, Accelerated Maths and Music. Kim 
is an all-rounder that found the IB tough but manageable. His 
favoured subjects were Sports Science and Music because, 
“they always stimulated my interest, and encouraged me to 
work harder.”

Demonstrating leadership skills, Brian was House Captain, 
Captain of Music and a Prefect. Outside of school he was the 
winner of the NSW Secondary Schools Concerto Competition 
in 2016 bringing the trophy to Trinity Grammar School for the 
first time in the competition’s history.

Asked his thoughts on the IB, Brian said, “IB encourages 
independent learning. Students are encouraged to take 
initiative rather than just rote-learning what will be in the 
exam,” commented Brian.

Brian balanced not only academics and co-curricular 
commitments, but also gave flute lessons each Saturday. “With other 
commitments, it was very hard to stay on top of all the work all the time,” he said.

Describing himself as a funny, troublesome child, Brian found the best way to unwind at stressful times during 
the IB was to listen to music, go for a jog or talk to his friends and family. 

Brian has been enjoying getting plenty of rest, going out with his friends and spending time with his family. 
Not content to rest on his laurels however, he is also practising his music for upcoming auditions for music 
schools in Europe. “My career aspiration is music (in whatever shape or form), so I will try my chances of 
continuing my music education in Europe.”
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NEIL LU
IB SCORE: 44
ATAR: 99.85

Having joined Trinity Grammar School in Year 7, Neil Lu of 
Strathfield has done himself and his family proud achieving an IB 
result of 44 (ATAR of 99.85).

Describing himself as a serious but curious child, Neil satisfied his 
enquiring mind with his favourite subjects, Physics and Chemistry, 
“I enjoyed them because they explain the world, which I have 
always been curious about, and they do so in a logical manner 
that I have always found easier to understand.”

Outside the classroom Neil is a keen chess player and was 
also on the Trinity Debating Team: “Not only for the mental 
challenge and enjoyment I get from the activities, but also 
because of the great sense of community and the friends 
I have made.” Neil is proud of having led the Trinity CAS 
Chess Team to Victory for sixth consecutive year.

Neil says he learned a great deal about time management 
while completing the IB: “You cruise during the beginning, 
then are pressured as deadlines come about. The pressure 
you are forced to cope with is a precursor to life and the 
writing skills that come about from the extended essay are 
unique to the IB.”

The workload of the IB was, according to Neil, manageable, “I struggled with it at times especially 
as many assignments were due at the same time – but during most of the experience the workload was tough 
but manageable,” he said. “I think that the pile up of deadlines for the submission of Individual Assessments 
and the Extended Essay was more difficult than I expected as it quickly became overwhelming – the amount 
of polishing needed was much more than expected but it was less challenging in the final stages as I knew 
the majority of content,” continued Neil.

Neil found support amongst his friends who struggled with the same challenges, and advises those who 
follow in his footsteps to “work hard, not become complacent and manage their time well.”

Since completing the IB, Neil has been catching up on his reading, playing games and trying to learn code.

Inspired by Tom Salmon, “for his persistent hard work after countless rejections,” Neil hopes to complete a 
Bachelor of Philosophy (Science) at the Australian National University with the hopes of becoming a research 
scientist/physicist.
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JASEN YU
IB SCORE: 44
ATAR: 99.85

Chinese born Jasen Yu from Burwood Heights joined Trinity 
Grammar School in Year 3 and took full advantage of all that the 
School had to offer, scoring an impressive 44/45 for his IB Diploma.
Jasen’s favourite subject was Mandarin as it challenges him to 
think and interpret in another way: “Not only is it intellectually 
challenging, I believe learning Mandarin will equip me with 
numerous advantages in the future as it will allow me to 
connect with people from different backgrounds and cultures. 
Significantly, this opens up a world of future job opportunities 
globally,” said Jasen.

Balancing academics with co-curricular activities helped 
Jasen in his approach to his studies, “I am most proud to be 
an all-rounder, being committed in my academics whilst also 
being involved in swimming, music, chess and debating. It 
helped me learn how to balance my schedule and be more 
principled as a person.”

Jasen also credits music (Trinity Symphony Orchestra) 
and swimming for maintaining his mental and physical 
wellbeing, “During the most stressful times of my study, I 
found swimming to be the most effective activity in helping 
me unwind as it enabled me to take my mind off the pressure 
whilst rejuvenating my mental strength, ultimately allowing me to concentrate 
better for my next study session. Music also helped in reducing stress as it provided me with a 
medium to an alternate reality in which I was able to detract from all the pressure of studying.” Jasen was a 
State Age medallist and finalist in multiple swimming events.

Choosing the IB for its challenging curriculum and holistic approach, Jasen found other elements of it 
beneficial: “The IB has a component that enables students to not only focus on the academic aspect of the 
course, but also encourages them to participate in activity, creativity and service.” 

To manage the challenging workload, Jasen took a methodical approach: “I made a study calendar in which 
I marked all the times where I was busy due to extra-curricular commitments. For the remaining time slots, I 
devised a checklist of all the subjects that I had to complete every day. Then, I broke up individual subjects 
into smaller tasks as I found it intrinsically rewarding ticking and completing each task as I finished it, making 
studying more enjoyable and efficient. I made sure I had at least a 15 minute break after every two hours of 
study as it refreshed my mind and enabled me to concentrate,” explained Jasen.

Despite the challenges, Jasen was surprised to find he didn’t have to sacrifice his social life, “On the contrary, 
I found that having a social life made studying more effective, as talking to friends made studying less 
monotonous.”

The biggest hurdle Jasen faced was minimising procrastination. He offers this advice to future IB students: “I 
found procrastination to be my biggest enemy. Since procrastinating is inevitable for most students, I would 
advise them to begin their work by breaking their end-goal into smaller goals. These are easier to approach 
and achieve, increasing motivation to start and complete the work.”

Jasen hopes to work in Marketing, and has applied for the Commerce Co-op in the field of marketing at the 
University of New South Wales.

In the meantime, now that the pressure is off, Jasen plans to spend a lot of time outdoors and keeping fit, as 
well as doing some interstate travel.


