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The 2016 cohort has produced some very pleasing results. Three Trinity students achieved the maximum 
score of 45 with Victor Wu (12Mu), Michael Amin (12WH) and Joseph Latif (12WJ) all laying claim to the 
prestigious title of Equal first in the World. Victor’s achievement was even more impressive as he enrolled in 
a seventh subject (Classical Greek) in addition to the required six subjects, with no added benefit to his IB 
score or resulting ATAR. Sidharth Parulekar (12Du) was close to joining this triumvirate, producing a very 
impressive 44/45. 
 
Our cohort of 61 (2nd largest in Trinity’s history) averaged an IB score of 36.66 which far outstrips the world 
average of 29.21 and exceeds that of the Asia Pacific average (34.82) and the Australian average (34.56). 
Trinity’s total of three perfect scores represents just under 10% of the total 45s scored in Australia in 2016. 
90% of our candidates obtained scores in excess of the IB world average, showing our dominance in the 
interntional sphere. 

Domestically our average equates to an ATAR of 95.90, mainly the result of 17 students who achieved an 
IB score of 40 or above, considered the equivalent of the Premier’s All-Rounder award and earning an IB 
Certificate of Distinction. One very pleasing statistic reveals that 51 out of our 61 candidates (an amazing 
84%) achieved an IB score of 33+ and, therefore, an ATAR equivalent of 90+. 

The Jewel in the IB crown is the Extended Essay and this continues to be an area of great success for 
Trinity. 49 students (80.6% of the cohort) achieved an A or B in their extended essay, forming the basis of an 
impressive 34% of all Trinity students receiving the full 3 marks from the Core section of their Diploma. Our 
Extended essays were spread over 17 different subjects this year including not only the traditional IB subjects 
but also Social and Cultural Anthropology, World Studies and Philosophy.

All students completed the compulsory CAS component of 150 hours of Creativity, Action and Service. What 
is pleasing to note is that every student went beyond this minimum. The Trinity average was more than 250 
hours, supported by their coaches, teachers, and tutors, as well as making a significant difference to the lives 
of those less fortunate in their community. Lachlan Gregory (12Ke) completed 576 hours alongside of Lien 
Zhu (12Hi) (470 hours), Julian Dimas (12Ta) (431), Carl Coorey-Ewings (12WJ) (424) and School Captain 
John Bechara (12Mu) with 422 hours. 

IMPORTANT STATISTICS

Total number of TGS candidates 63

Average IB score of TGS candidates 36.66 (which equates to an ATAR of 95.90)

Actual ATAR average of TGS candidates 93.9

69%
IB 35+

28%
IB 40+

3
IB 45

= 1ST IN WORLD

27.4%
ATAR 98+

50%
ATAR 95+

82.3%
ATAR 90+

87.1%
ATAR 85+

ATAR equivalents:

World IB Average 29.21

Australian IB Average 34.56

Trinity IB Average 36.66



TRINITY
 GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Outstanding Individual Performances (40+ IB points / 98.30+ ATAR) 
(The equivalent of NSW HSC All-Rounder Awards)
Name IB Score ATAR
Michael Amin 45 99.95
Joseph Latif 45 99.95
Victor Wu 45 99.95
Sidharth Parulekar 44 99.85
Nicholas Lee 43 99.70
Dean Panos 43 99.70
Yu Fan Zheng 43 99.70
Christopher Artemi 42 99.45
Anthony Cho 42 99.45
Joseph Michael 42 99.45
Harrison Page 42 99.45
James Saab 42 99.45
Wesley Yuen 42 99.45
Luke Borgnolo 40 98.3
Austin Fong 40 98.3
Mushahid Khan 40 98.3
Brandon Li 40 98.3

Excellent Subject Results (7 or 6 in a subject)
Subject No. of candidates No. of 7s No. of 6s
Maths Studies 54 29 17
Maths SL 6 2 3
Chinese HL 4 2 2
Chinese SL 5 3 2
French B SL 9 3 5
Japanese Ab Initio SL 3 2 1
Latin HL 1 1 -
Latin SL 1 - 1
Mandarin Ab Initio SL 6 3 3
Chemisty SL 8 4 2
Music SL 1 - 6
Business Management HL 28 7 12
Psychology HL 3 - 3
Psychology SL 3 1 1
Sports Exercise Health Studies SL 12 6 2

Excellent Extended Essay Results | 49/61 candidates (80.6%) received a B or higher
Subject Total Candidates No. of As No. of Bs
English 24 14 9
Chinese 4 4 -
Business Management 2 - 1
Geography 1 1 -
History 9 2 2
Philosophy 1 - 1
Psychology 5 2 2
Social Cultural Anthropology 1 - 1
World Studies 3 1 1
Biology 2 2 -
SEHS 1 1 -
Mathematics 1 - 1
Film 4 - 1
Music 2 1 1
Visual Arts 2 1 1

TOTALS 27 22

Excellent TOK Results | 40/61 candidates (67.7%) received a B or higher

Theory of Knowledge 7 x A, 35 x B (61 candidates)

Chris Barnes | Director of IB
(2 February 2017)
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VICTOR WU 
IB SCORE: 45
ATAR: 99.95

Trinity 2016 Dux of the IB, Victor Wu, scored an impressive perfect 
score of 45. Victor managed this despite taking on Classical 
Greek as an extra subject (the first Trinity student to do so), and 
completing Further Mathematics, two notoriously difficult subjects. 
Victor was one of the top three percent of candidates worldwide 
to receive full marks in these subjects. It’s an unsurprising result 
given Victor came first in his Year for every subject he undertook! 

“Maths was definitely my favourite subject, I think I am just wired 
in a way to appreciate its abstract nature, and its methods 
reflect the way I think: analytical, methodical and precise. A 
couple of years ago I also came third in the State for a UNSW 
School Mathematics competition,” commented Victor. 

With his exceptional results, love of maths, and involvement 
in the School’s mentoring programme, it is no wonder that 
Victor plans to study Advanced Mathematics at university, with the 
possibility of completing a double degree. “I hope to become a mathematics professor as 
it combines my two passions of maths and teaching, so I think it would be the perfect job for me!”

Victor’s parents left their home country of China for a better life in Australia with improved education prospects 
– a move which has paid dividends. Victor’s father was a graphic designer in China, but being unfamiliar 
with the language of their adopted country, Victor’s parents opted for the hospitality industry, and now run a 
successful café in Glebe.

Asked why he chose the IB course, Victor is quick to respond, “It prepared me well for university: the ability 
to work independently on a major project is an important skill for uni and carries benefits beyond that as well. 
I also felt the IB offered a more challenging mathematics course for me. The IB’s holistic vision of education, 
and more importantly, active education, which underpins the course, is beneficial in helping students become 
well-rounded citizens and people, and it encourages healthy interaction between students,” said Victor, who 
balanced his academic studies with music.

How will Victor celebrate his outstanding achievement? “I’ll probably just bask in joy and relief for a day or 
two, then move on. That’s all I need.”
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MICHAEL AMIN
IB SCORE: 45
ATAR: 99.95

Immigrating to Australia from Egypt 
with his family only five years ago, 
Trinity Grammar School’s Michael 
Amin wasted no time in getting on 
top of his studies when he arrived at 
the School in Year 8.

Michael said what he enjoyed most 
about his time at Trinity was the 
opportunity to play sport against 
other schools every weekend, “I 
really enjoyed the competition and it’s something I 
always wanted to do when I was in Egypt.” 

His favourite academic subject may surprise readers. “My favourite subject was English because I 
really enjoyed offering my own interpretation of various poems, novels etc., and independently analysing 
works to come up with my own views,” offers Michael.

Michael’s studious nature is reflected in his results scoring a perfect IB mark of 45 and ATAR equivalent 
of 99.95. But Michael’s successes are not confined to just the classroom – one of his proudest moments 
came when Trinity won the CAS Track and Field Championships. “Winning my last CAS Track and Field 
Championships and being part of the team that won silver at the NSW Knockouts for Athletics was great, as 
I struggled to balance school work and training. Winning was a watershed moment, a manifestation of the 
effort that had been put in over the last few months,” commented Michael. 

When asked how he found the IB workload, Michael said the IB taught him some valuable life skills, “The IB 
taught me the importance of working consistently and in an organised manner to meet specific deadlines, 
instilling a sense of discipline in me which enabled me to work more efficiently.”

Support was garnered from friends, family and Christian belief, “Talking to my friends and parents whenever 
I was feeling demotivated or stressed helped. As a Christian, praying was also important to me as it allowed 
me to reflect on my experiences and troubles,” said Michael. “My parents and grandparents – the sacrifices 
they have made for me can never be repaid, and I am forever grateful for their love and caring nature – they 
are the most humble and amazing people I know. I truly owe them everything.”

Michael’s future plans focus on studying medicine to become a doctor, “I was happy with any score that 
would allow me to study medicine!” he enthused.

His advice for those students following in his IB footsteps? “Make sure you thoroughly research the IB 
course, because it is not for everyone and it can be very demanding.”
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JOSEPH LATIF 
IB SCORE: 45
ATAR: 99.95

A Trinity student from Pre-
Kindergarten, Joseph Latif has made 
his family proud, scoring a perfect IB 
mark of 45 with an equivalent ATAR 
of 99.95.

With his favoured subjects being 
English, French and Sports 
Science, Joseph is full of praise 
for Trinity’s academic staff who 
helped him excel in his studies. 
“In high school, particularly in Year 12, students 
and teachers develop significant mutual interdependence. In my 
experience, all my teachers were great. Many of them subvert the stereotypical 
hierarchical student-teacher relationship, which engendered some quality banter which I think is the 
foundation to successful learning.”

It is no wonder that with such insight, Joseph has managed to take all the IB had to offer, and use it to his 
advantage. Playing Rugby, listening to jazz and hip-hop and taking part in Army Cadets all helped to bring 
balance and focus to Joseph during his studies. “The workload was definitely heavy, but not impossible 
to handle. By nature I find it difficult to dedicate 100 percent of my time to one sole objective, so I found a 
balance between studying and enjoying myself.”

Joseph credits time management with his ability to cope with the IB workload. “Timing is pivotal in the IB. 
Falling behind in one assessment task can really hinder your capabilities to maximise your academic and 
non-academic results. I would always set target dates to complete assignments, usually with enough time to 
print off and read over them for a final time.”

Anticipating that the IB would take over his life for two years of academic rigour, Joseph was pleasantly 
reassured to find that it was less challenging than he anticipated. “While it was difficult … I definitely enjoyed 
it. Putting effort into something and receiving a reward such as an improved result, and a perfect score at the 
end, is a great feeling.”

Joseph’s ambition is to study medicine and become a doctor. “As for which facet of medicine I would like to 
pursue, I’m not entirely sure yet, but I’ve always been interested in cardiology,” commented Joseph.

With his finger on the pulse of a very healthy IB result, demonstrating his attitude and commitment, Joseph 
is sure to rise to the challenge and achieve his career aim.
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