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Once again, the Trinity community can be well pleased with the results earned in the HSC examinations by our outgoing Year 12 students. 
No doubt many boys will be celebrating with their families as they reap the reward for countless hours of hard work, not just in Year 12, but 
throughout their years at Trinity.

2011 was always going to be an interesting year. For the first time, we have had a cohort of over fifty boys (52 in fact) doing the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma; the great majority of them were students of high or at least more than average ability. While there were some 
extraordinarily able boys among the 142 doing the HSC, the “missing 52” will certainly affect the picture which will inevitably be painted by the 
press with their “league tables”.

When we are able to report fully to the Trinity community, after the IB results are released on 4 January, we shall have a much more complete 
picture of what this very able cohort of young men has achieved. In the meantime, the absolute highlight of the HSC results is the great strength 
shown by average boys whose hard work has won them a place, at least in Band 5. Fully 51% of Trinity results were in the top two Bands. Even 
absent the IB effect, this would be a wonderful result for any completely non-selective school.

In Extension subjects, 35% of results were in the top band, and a whopping 79% in the top two bands.

One Trinity boy, Naeman Goetz, achieved the extraordinary honour of being named First in the State in German Continuers. Naeman actually 
achieved this wonderful accolade as an accelerant, and will actually complete his HSC programme in 2012. Mark Azer, another accelerant – 
but with a difference: he will complete his HSC in 2013! – achieved 14th place in the State in Mathematics and 6th in Mathematics Extension 1!

Four boys have qualified as HSC All-Rounds, recognising candidates who achieve in the highest achievement band in at least ten units of study. 
The boys who have qualified for this honour are:

Dane Drivas (12Mu)
Matthew Jackson (12We)
Edwin Lau (12Ta)
Jack Ryan (12We)

Congratulations to these boys on an outstanding achievement. What does not appear publicly is that three of them walked it in with 11 or 12 top 
band results.

Individual subject areas

English is so important to all the boys, because two units of English must be included in the calculation of their ATAR. At Trinity, almost all the boys 
(82%) took the demanding Advanced English course, because we know that doing so will assist their ATAR. Statewide, only 44% of candidates 
took this course. Even including the many boys who, in another school, would be doing the Standard English course, our candidates earned a 
mean mark only very slightly below the state mean (0.23 marks). Well done teachers and boys.

Mathematics

Once again, our Mathematics results were very strong. The 74 candidates who undertook the 2 unit Mathematics course beat the State mean 
by 5.72, while the 53 who did the General Mathematics course beat that mean by 9.83.

Sciences

Sciences are very popular at Trinity, and the results earned by the boys were outstanding. The chemists exceeded the State mean by 4.57, the 
earth and environmentalists by 2.62, the biologists by 1.25 and the physicists by 0.62.

History

In history, the ancient historians exceeded the State mean by 10.47 marks – a remarkable achievement indeed – while their modern counterparts 
followed with a 7.94 positive differential. In History Extension, the difference was 2.86 (out of 50).
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Economics / Geography

In Business Studies, Trinity boys exceeded the State average by 7.84, .35 in Legal Studies, and 1.11 in Economics. In Geography, the positive 
difference was 1.16.

Creative Arts

In Drama, Trinity boys beat the State mean by 10.07; in Visual Arts by 5.61; in Music 2 by 2.7; and in Music Extension by 1.06 (out of 50).

Technology subjects

Once again, our computing gurus exceeded state means by good margins – 9.97 in Information Processes, and 3.21 in Software Design! In 
Design and Technology, the difference was 1.71.

Languages

Candidatures in languages tend to be small, and it is more meaningful to compare students’ performance in the achievement Bands than to look 
at mean comparisons. In Chinese, 3 of our 5 candidates achieved Band 6; with all of them in Bands 5 and 6. In Classical Greek, one of our two 
boys was in Band 6, the other in Band 5. In French Beginners, our only candidate achieved Band 6; in German one of the three, and in Latin, 
one of the three.

Vocational Subjects

The real results for vocational subjects are the competencies achieved by the students, but from the HSC examinations, some further information 
can be gleaned. These examinations are not compulsory, but Trinity makes them so for all but our TEEP students. Our boys are thus pitted 
against a group of candidates who are generally a self-selected élite. Nevertheless, in Construction our boys achieved 6.96 higher than the State 
mean, and 2.57 in Hospitality.

Overall, of the 41 subjects offered at Trinity in 2011, twenty-nine achieved a mean mark higher than the State mean. Most of those which were 
below the State mean were very small subjects. Of the larger subjects, the following warrant special mention:

Ancient History 10.47 above State mean

General Mathematics 9.83

Modern History 7.94

Business Studies 7.84

Construction 6.96

PD Health PE 6.49

Mathematics 5.72

The class of 2011 can be well pleased with this excellent set of results, which will no doubt be reflected in the ATARs that will follow. Once our 
School’s statistician has had time to report to us late in January, we shall be able to make further comment on this remarkable set of results.


