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Congratulations to the HSC Class of 2017! The HSC results this year are outstanding.  As a school, we are 
extremely proud of all our boys. No doubt many of them are celebrating with their families as they reap the 
reward for countless hours of hard work, not just in Year 12, but throughout their years at Trinity. The passion 
and determination demonstrated by those boys receiving their Higher School Certificate results today is a 
credit to them. 

Our aim, always, is to educate boys in Mind, Body and Spirit so that they may realise their potential, passions 
and purpose in life. We encourage the boys to remember that while the HSC was briefly all-encompassing, 
their results should not define them as a person or constrain them in their ambitions. To know that each boy 
has strived for excellence and aimed to achieve his personal best says more about him as a person than 
any single result. 

It is important to remember that the 83 students who undertook the International Baccalaureate Diploma will 
not get their results until early January. Once both the HSC and IB results are in, the School’s statistician will 
provide us with a comprehensive picture of the entire class of 2017. 

The analysis that follows is just a first impression of the HSC results. Further, more in-depth, analysis will 
follow in the coming weeks.

All Round Achievement 

To qualify as an All-round Achiever, a student must achieve the top band in a minimum of ten units. 
Congratulations to the following students. This is a thoroughly deserved acknowledgement for them all.

 > Matthew Doyle (Hi)
 > Patrick Kearney (Ho)
 > Peter Kostoglou (Sc)
 > Sanjan Naganathan (Ta)
 > Ronak Nand (Mu) 

Top Achievers in Course

This lists the students who have achieved one of the top places and a result in the highest band possible in 
one or more HSC courses. Congratulations to the following students.

 > Thomas Hallworth (WJ) 4th in Music 2
 > Nakul Kaushik (Mu) 5th in Music Extension
 > Rushad Parekh (Yo) 5th in Industrial Technology
 > Abraham Steele (La) 2nd in Electrotechnology

Distinguished Achievement

In additional to these outstanding all-round and top achiever results, there were 168 Band 6 or E4 results 
from the Class of 2017, resulting in 78 boys appearing on the Distinguished Achievers list. This is a wonderful 
reflection of the breadth of high achievement from our boys. 

Looking at the broader picture, we find the results are also very strong. For two unit subjects, 55 percent of 
our boys’ results were in the top two performance bands with 137 Band 6 results. For Extension subjects, an 
impressive 88 percent were in the top two bands (31 top band results). 
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The following subjects warrant special mention for the significance of the average mark above the state 
mean:

 > Ancient History – 16.13 marks above the state mean
 > Senior Science – 13.53
 > Industrial Technology – 8.77
 > Design and Technology – 8.12
 > Mathematics General – 7.88
 > Music 2 – 7.73
 > Business Studies – 7.68
 > Mathematics – 7.54
 > Music 1 – 7.02
 > Modern History – 6.97
 > Visual Arts – 6.61
 > Electrotechnology – 6.26
 > Personal Development, Health and Physical Education – 6.22
 > Software Design and Development – 5.89
 > Music Extension 1 – 5.81
 > Entertainment – 5.27

Further mention must be made of our outstanding Mathematics and English results. 

In Mathematics 69 percent of students received results in the top two performance bands with some 64 
students achieving top band results.

88 percent of our boys undertake Advanced English, as we know that doing so can greatly assist their ATAR. 
In contrast, across the state only 44 percent of candidates took this course. Over 60 percent of students in 
Advanced English achieved results in the top two performance bands with 25 students achieving a Band 6 
result. 

This reflects very positively on the efforts of the boys and their teachers. 

HSC Showcases and Exhibitions

In 2017 a record number of nominations were received for various showcases and exhibitions. 

HSC Design and Technology, Textiles and Design – SHAPE 2018

 > Alexander Clisdell (Du)
 > Joshua Hobden (We)
 > Dean Li (Ke)
 > Austin Marandos (Yo)

HSC Industrial Technology –  InTech 2018

 > Matthew Lang (We)
 > Rushad Parekh (Yo)

HSC Visual Art – ArtExpress 2018

 > Louis Tanner (We)

HSC Music – Encore 2018

 > Wyden Su (We)
 > Thomas Hallworth (WJ)
 > Nakul Kaushik (Mu)

Although all of these works were not necessarily chosen for the final showcase or exhibition, the nomination 
is worthy of mention in itself, and we extend our congratulations to these young men.

The HSC Class of 2017 has done itself, and the School proud. The results are well-deserved, and a 
measure of the boys’ hard work and focus, the quality of the staff who guided them, and the families who 
have supported and encouraged them. They are well on their way to becoming outstanding men who are 
responsible, contributing members of society. 

Craig Sandwell | Deputy Head Master - Operations
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ELLIOT HO
ATAR: 99.05

Elliot Ho from Concord, started at Trinity Grammar School 
in Year 7 with his parents turning down a selective school 
placement in favour of the opportunities and facilities 
offered by Trinity.

The decision paid off with Elliot attaining a very 
respectable ATAR of 99.05 in the HSC.

Maths is Elliot’s favourite subject: “The problem solving 
of Maths especially appealed to me as I enjoyed the 
challenging aspect and absence of having to commit 
much to memory which was a huge burden in my 
other subjects,” he said.

The subjects Elliot completed for the HSC included 
Maths Extensions 1 and 2, English Extension 1, 
Chemistry, Physics, and Chinese. He said the 
workload was heavy but not unbearable. “I was 
able to manage the workload of academics and co-curricular due to 
my ability to prioritise. Even when it seemed like work was beginning to overwhelm 
me, making a list of what I had to do and calculating the amount of time I had left to complete the 
work, meant I could try and focus on the end goal,’ said Elliot.

When asked who inspires him, Elliot replies simply, “Teachers.”

Away from study Elliot says he unwound by, “Listening to music, going to the park and playing soccer, and 
playing monopoly with my two younger siblings.”

At school, Elliot was a member of the Chess Club which he credits for enabling him to make a very close 
group of friends across different Year groups through a common interest. “A highlight for me was when Trinity 
brought home the Purdy Cup whilst I was in the Year 11 CAS Chess team. In all my six years at Trinity, we 
were the winning champions of CAS,” said Elliot enthusiastically.

Elliot says that it is important that students undertaking the HSC acknowledge their weaknesses and face up 
to them early, “Focus on those topics and master them as a priority.”

Putting his time since completing the HSC to good use, Elliot has been busy volunteering, honing his 
independent living skills such as cooking, and helping his brother and sister with their homework.

While Elliot has aspirations of going into medicine, he will spend next year travelling, and mastering Chinese 
which is a second language for him.

Almost 40 percent of Trinity Grammar School’s 2017 Year 12 cohort completed the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma instead of the HSC. 
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