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The Trinity community can be delighted by the achievements of the HSC Class of 2016. As a school, we are 
extremely proud of all of our boys. No doubt many of them are celebrating with their families as they reap 
the reward for countless hours of hard work, not just in Year 12, but throughout their years at Trinity. The 
passion and determination demonstrated by those boys who received their Higher School Certificate results 
today is a credit to them. 

Our aim, always, is to educate boys in Mind, Body and Spirit so that they may realise their potential, passions 
and purpose in life. We encourage the boys to remember that while the HSC was briefly all-encompassing, 
their results should not define them as a person or constrain them in their ambitions. To know that they have 
striven for excellence and aimed to achieve their personal best says more about them as a person than any 
single result. 

It is important to remember that the 63 students who undertook the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
will not receive their results until early January. Once both the HSC and IB results have been recorded, the 
School’s statistician will provide us with a comprehensive picture of the entire Class of 2016. 

The analysis that follows is just a first impression of the HSC results. More in-depth analysis will follow in the 
coming weeks.

All Round Achievement 

To qualify as an All-round Achiever, a student must achieve the top band in a minimum of ten units. 
Congratulations to Michael Pahos (Hi) for being recognised as a 2016 All-round Achiever. This is a 
thoroughly deserved acknowledgement for Michael.

Distinguished Achievement

In addition to Michael’s outstanding all-round results, there were 108 Band 6 or E4 results from the Class of 
2016, resulting in 73 boys appearing on the Distinguished Achievers list. This is a wonderful reflection of the 
breadth of high achievement from our boys. 

HSC Showcases and Exhibitions

Of the approximately 9,000 students who submitted Bodies of Work for the HSC Visual Arts Examination, 
Patrick Newall (Yo) – Digital Media, and Angus Webster (WJ) – Sculpture, were nominated for 
ARTEXPRESS. Although their works were not chosen for the final exhibition, the nomination is a worthy 
mention in itself, and we extend our congratulations to these young men.

Looking at the broader picture, we find the results are also very strong. For two unit subjects, 55 percent of 
our boys’ results were in the top two performance bands with 93 Band 6 results. For Extension subjects, an 
impressive 88 percent were in the top two bands (15 top band results). Overall, of the 37 subjects offered at 
Trinity in 2016, 32 (86%) achieved a mean mark above the State mean.
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The following subjects warrant special mention for the significance of the average mark above the State 
mean:

 > Entertainment – 13.92 marks above the State mean

 > Industrial Technology – 11.59

 > Music 1 – 9.54

 > Information Processes and Technology – 9.41

 > Latin Continuers – 8.85

 > Visual Arts – 8.77

 > Business Studies – 8.65

 > Ancient History – 8.41

 > Legal Studies – 7.53

 > Personal Development, Health and Physical Education – 7.31

 > Software Design and Development – 7.30

 > Hospitality – 7.06

Further mention must be made of our outstanding English results, especially Advanced English. 87% of 
our boys undertake Advanced English, as we know that doing so can greatly assist their ATAR. In contrast, 
across the State only 44% of candidates took this course. Our results in Advanced English were above the 
State average and this reflects very positively on the efforts of the boys and their teachers.

The HSC Class of 2016 has done itself, and the School, proud. The results are well-deserved and are a 
measure of the boys’ hard work and focus, the quality of the staff who guided them and the families who 
have supported and encouraged them. They are well on their way to becoming outstanding men who are 
responsible, contributing members of society.  

Jason Cheers | Academic Dean
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MICHAEL PAHOS
PREMIER’S HSC ALL-ROUND ACHIEVER
ATAR: 99.45

Michael Pahos was Trinity Grammar School’s Dux of 
HSC in the 2016 cohort and School Prefect, was named 
on the Premier’s HSC All-round Achiever list, and with 
an outstanding ATAR of 99.45, has been awarded the 
University of Sydney Business School Scholarship with 
Distinction for All-round Excellence.

Having grown up in the Greater Western Sydney 
suburb of Liverpool, Michael credits careful time 
management for his ability to juggle academics and 
co-curricular activities during the challenging HSC 
course.  Michael excelled at debating and was 
named Captain of Debating in his final year. He 
is also a keen sportsman, representing Trinity in 
Cricket and Rugby.

“The workload was intense, especially towards the end of the year, 
however, it was not impossible. For me, organisation was the key. As a student 
who was actively involved in debating and cricket, it meant that my Friday nights and at least half of 
Saturday were gone. As such, having a careful plan of what I wanted to achieve in a day or a weekend of 
study would help me stay on top of my work,” said Michael.

Since completing the HSC, Michael has not wasted any time jumping straight into a role with a leading HSC 
textbook producer assisting to edit and write pages and chapters that will be used by future students.

“If all goes to plan, I will study a Combined Law degree at the University of Sydney. I am very ambitious and 
hope to explore the range of paths that University has to offer,” continued Michael.

Michael’s advice for future students of the HSC? “Adopt a structured and systematic study plan from early in 
Year 11.  Regular revision will reduce the stress and maximise marks.”
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